years of growth of the tree [These laws apply only in the land] [The 
spies] then said to them.” Now you in fact are not going to enter the 
land, and yet you are occupied with the laws of dough offering and 
prohibited produce! Forthwith: Then all the congregation raised a loud 
cry; and the people wept that night” (Num. 13:26). He said to them, 
“You have wept before me tears of vanity. Then you are destined to 
weep tears that mean something: “She weeps bitterly in the night. 
[tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she has none to comfort her. 
they have become her enemies]’” (Lam. 1:2). 


2; VI:2: It has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version: R. Yosé says, “They 
assign a meritorious matter to day that merits it and a disadvantageous 
matter to a bad day. “When the Temple was destroyed the first time, it 
was the day after the Sabbath and the year after the Sabbatical year. 
“And it was the watch of Jehoiarib, and it was the ninth of Ab. “And 
so in the case of the destruction of the Second Temple. “And the 
Levites were standing on their platform and singing, ‘And he has 
brought upon them their own iniquity, and he will cut them off in their 
own evil’ (Ps. 94:23). “Now tomorrow, when the Temple house will 
be rebuilt, what will they sing? “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting’ (1 Chron. 16:36 and Ps. 106:48). 
“TBlessed be the Lord, the God of Israel] who alone does wondrous 
things. Blessed be his glorious name [forever; may his glory fill the 
whole earth! Amen and Amen!]’” (Ps. 72:18-19) [T. Ta. 3:9]. 


[G] Berar was TAKEN! 


1. VII:1: Rabbi would derive by exegesis twenty-four [tragic] events 
from the verse: “The Lord has destroyed without mercy [all the 
habitations of Jacob; in his wrath he has broken down the strong- holds 
of the daughter of Judah; he has brought down to the ground in 
dishonor the kingdom and its rulers]” (Lam. 2:2). R. Yohanan derived 
sixty [from the same verse]. Did R. Yohanan then find more than did 
Rabbi in the same verse? But because Rabbi lived nearer to the 
destruction of the Temple, there were [in the audience] old men who 
remembered what had happened, and when he gave his exegesis, they 
would weep and fall silent and get up and leave. It has been taught: 
Said R. Judah b. R. Ilai, “Barukh, my master would interpret as 
follows: ‘[So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and 
said], “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esav’ 
(Gen. 27:22).” The voice of Jacob cries out on account of what the 
hands of Esau did to him at Betar.” ““R. Simeon b. Yohai taught, 
“Aqiba, my master, would interpret the following verse: ‘A star 
(kokhab) shall come forth out of Jacob’ (Num. 24:17) - ‘A 


Ed 


